Certification of IOWPA Onsite System Installers and Regulators

Section 1. Definitions

1.

4.

5.
6.

Certified Installer: An installer who passes a written proficiency examination
conducted by IOWPA and maintains certification through retesting or obtaining the
required Continuing Education Units.

Local Health Department (LHD): A county, city or area health department formed in
accordance with Indiana Code 16-20.

Onsite Sewage System (OSS): a system for the treatment and soil absorption of sewage
as defined in state rules governing sewage disposal for structures not connected to
sanitary sewer.

Registered Installer: A Certified installer that is Registered with a Local Health
Department.

Department: the Indiana State Department of Health.

IOWPA: Indiana Onsite Wastewater Professionals Association.

Section 2. Examination:

Every installer and regulator engaged in the construction or regulation of an OSS in Indiana shall
be knowledgeable of all laws, rules, and technical specifications, ordinances, and standards of
both the State of Indiana and the counties that they are working in.

1.

The applicant for certification shall demonstrate knowledge of the applicable laws,
rules, technical specifications, and ordinances before becoming certified by passing a
written examination conducted by IOWPA.

The examination shall be in multiple parts. IOWPA will develop examinations to test
the applicant’s knowledge of laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances and standards of
the State of Indiana.
a. Part A will cover gravity OSS and flood dose OSS;
b. Part B will cover trench pressure distribution OSS and sand mound OSS
c. Additional examinations for alternative technology OSS for which an interim
standard has been published by the department.

The examinations shall be reviewed from time to time to determine their applicability
to current laws, rules, technical specifications and ordinances.

a. A score of eighty (80) percent or higher on each part will be considered
passing. If the applicant fails to pass any part of the examination, the applicant
may re-apply for Installer Certification no earlier than one (1) month
following the examination date.

b. After 30 days a new test maybe taken at the earliest opportunity. The retest
can be taken:

i. When IOWPA has a planned training day.

ii. A date scheduled with two proctors appointed by the certification
committee. The cost of such test will be set at each instance but not to
exceed the annual fee.

c. When a written examination is not feasible due to language or reading
difficulties, an oral examination will be allowed.
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Section 3. Installer Certification:

An applicant shall comply with the requirements for obtaining certification, and may be certified
to install an OSS for the following.

1. Upon successful completion of the examination for Section 2.2a. (Part A), the
applicant shall be issued a certification to install a gravity OSS and a flood dose OSS.
Certification to install a gravity OSS and a flood dose OSS is required prior to
certification to install a trench pressure OSS and a sand mound OSS, or certification
to install and an alternative technology OSS for which an interim standard has been
published by the department.

2. Upon successful completion of the examination for Section 2.2.b. (Part B), the
applicant shall be issued a certification to install a trench pressure OSS and a sand
mound OSS.

3. Upon successful completion of an examination for Section 2.2.c for an alternative
technology OSS for which an interim standard has been published by the department,
the applicant shall be issued a certification to install an OSS for that alternative
technology.

4. Such certification shall be valid for a term of three years and on the third shall be
renewed. The Certification shall bear the name and address of the certified installer,
the categories of certification, and the expiration date shall not be transferable. The
installer shall re-apply for Certification and provide documentation of the required
CEUs or pass the necessary proficiency tests.

5. IOWPA may approve Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for educational
experiences attended by the certified installer, in lieu of the testing requirement for
renewal.

6. The installer shall possess a copy of the certification at all times when installing OSS.

7. A certified installer shall be on the site at all times during OSS construction, and shall
be responsible for the construction. A certified installer may supervise other
construction workers as a necessary to assist in the construction.

8. Certified installers must contact each LHD in whose jurisdiction they desire to work
to determine if the county requires local registration. If a county requires local
registration, the certified installer shall meet the requirements for registration.

Section 4. Continuing Education Units

Renewal of certification is required every third year. Continued certification as an OSS installer
by IOWPA requires a total of 25 in the 3 year certification period. It is recommended that
certified individuals complete at least 8 hours of continuing education each year to apply towards
the total required, Records will be maintained by IOWPA by Certification Number for each
certified individual. It is the responsibility of the certified individual to see that continuing
education records are submitted to IOWPA in a timely fashion. Yearly statements will be issued
to keep certified individuals informed of their progress. Should an individual fail to participate
in the required number of hours, the certification by IOWPA will be withdrawn. To be
recertified the individual will have to regain certification by examination.

Each year the Certification Committee of IOWPA will identify educational programs that can be
used to fulfill the requirement. Event organizers and IOWPA members may submit events along
with an agenda and topics for committee consideration at least two weeks in advance of the
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event. Approval of these will include the amount of time allotted for each program. As the list
of approved sessions is developed, the approved educational meeting as well as the time and
place will be listed on the IOWPA website. The IOWPA Certification Committee will insure
that a method of reporting attendance will be available for certified attendees.

Acceptable programs will include, but are not limited to:
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Section 5.
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IOWPA Conferences

IEHA Programs

IOWPA sponsored field days and demonstrations

Educational Sessions at selected Trade Shows

Educational sessions at the Pumper and Cleaner Environmental Expo
Community or school educational programs promoting better understanding of on-
site waste disposal and the role of professionals in producing a better and safer
environment

4-H/FFA Soils Judging

Technical assistance to non-profit organizations

Soil education for OSS

Speaking at educational opportunity for onsite wastewater

Exp (garden club soil and water meeting home owner associations.)

. Volunteering for community service on waste water projects (Soil judging contests,

OSS to serve non-profits, tire chip field days)

Guide Lines to Qualify for CEU points

Must be prearranged at least 2 week in advance

Meeting must pertain to on site waste water education.

The agenda and topics must be submitted to the Certification Committee.

Program organizer will agree to provide a roster of attendance

Number of points to be determined by Certification Committee for each event.
IOWPA members may submit individual events to the Certification Committee at
least two weeks prior to the event with a copy of the agenda and topics and proof of
registration.

Examples to obtain a total of 25 points in 3 years:

#Units per Activity Activity
10 ceus IOWPA annual Conference (5 point per day)
5 ceus Pumper and hauler show training day
2.5 ceus Pumper and hauler show Show days
2.5 ceus Local Health Dept. Training days
2.5 ceus IEHA fall conference
5 ceus Giving talks on onsite issues to Community 1 hour
2.5 ceus Onsite installations for non-profit organizations
Section 6: Fees

Fees for Examination, Certification, and Renewal of Certification will be set by the Certification
Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.



